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Rated: M

SYNOPSIS
Eric Komenko is a charming, attractive high school student with devout, domineering parents. Following an angry outburst from his mother upon her discovery of his promiscuity, Eric maliciously and violently murders both his mother and stepfather.

Years later, Lori Cranston, an attractive and audacious young girl who has silently suffered years of sexual abuse from her mother’s revolving door of boyfriends, becomes mesmerized by Eric’s story. Undeterred by Eric’s murderous impulses, Lori flees her mother’s house to find him.

However, while Lori is attracted to Eric’s sinister mentality, Lt Cristofuoro, the office assigned to Eric’s case, is not convinced he won’t kill again. Cristofuoro goes after him, conflicted about his desire to help Eric - whom he knows has suffered tremendously - and, his knowledge of the latter’s appetite for killing young women.

While driving towards Syracuse to find a girl (WHAT’S HER NAME?) whom he met in juvenile detention, Eric is shocked to find Lori hiding in his trunk. Suspicious of Lori, annoyed by her juvenile crush and paranoid that she saw him murder his girlfriend years prior, Eric is outwardly harsh and cruel towards her, Throughout their long voyage together, Lori becomes increasingly enamoured by Eric, despite his cruel behaviour and a failed attempt to kill her.

As Cristofuoro draws closer to the pair, Lori resigns to her fate. Yet, despite Eric’s calculated plan to kill her, and her complete acquiescence, Eric is unable to do so. Although upset with himself for succumbing to “soft” emotions, he leaves to meet the girl from juvenile detention, unaware that she is working with the police to set him up.

Lori learns about the trap and, after alerting Eric, she leaves with him, despite Cristofuoro’s concern she will not come out alive.
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INTRODUCING THE CAST

RUSSELL CROWE as Lt CHRISTOFUORO

Originally from New Zealand, Russell Crowe is considered one of the finest actors of his generation, first making waves in Australia with his performance in the controversial film, Romper Stomper and going on to take Hollywood by storm. Most recently he was seen in Ron Howard’s Cinderella Man. Prior to that he starred in Peter Weir’s historical action/adventure, Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World.
Crowe has received three consecutive Academy Award Best Actor nominations taking home the Oscar for his brilliant performance in Gladiator. A Beautiful Mind earned him his 3rd Academy Award nomination and garnered him Best Actor awards from the Golden Globes, Broadcast Film Critics Association, Screen Actors Guild, BAFTA, as well as critics groups. He received his first Academy Award nomination for his work in Michael Mann’s The Insider. This film earned him Best Actor Awards from the Los Angeles Film Critics, Broadcast Film Critics, National Society of Film Critics and the National Board of Review; and nominations for a Golden Globe Award, a BAFTA Award and a Screen Actors Guild Award.
Before his award-winning acclaim, Crowe made his mark on Hollywood in LA Confidential. He later starred in Mystery, Alaska and in Proof of Life, opposite Meg Ryan, the western The Quick and the Dead and Virtuosity opposite Denzel Washington. Additional film credits include Heavens Burning, Breaking Up, Rough Magic and The Sum of Us.
JON FOSTER as ERIC

Born and raised in Iowa, Jon Foster began his career working in local theatre productions. When he moved to Los Angeles he started working in television and featured in the series Murder in Greenwich and Judging Amy, amongst others. His earlier film credits include Life as a House and Thirteen Days, before winning his breakout role in The Door in the Floor opposite Kim Basinger and Jeff Bridges. In 2006 he had a leading role in the television series Windfall and started in the horror film Stay Alive.

He most recently completed production on The Mysteries of Pittsburgh opposite Peter Sarsgaard and Sienna Miller directed by Rawson Marshall Thurber.
SOPHIE TRAUB as LORI

Sophie Traub hails from Toronto, Ontario where she is currently enrolled in the Etobicoke School of The Arts (ESOA). Having been involved in numerous theatre productions, award winning author Judith Thompson asked that Sophie audition for the short film Pink based on her monologue. Sophie won the role o f ‘Lucy” and was nominated for a 2004 ACTRA award in the Best Female Performance on Film category. The role bought her to the attention of a Los Angeles talent manager who signed her immediately. Not long after, director Sydney Pollack cast her in The Interpreter.
This was followed by the much-coveted starring role of June in Daltry Calhoun for Miramax. Exec-produced by Quentin Tarantino, the picture also starts Johnny Knoxville.
LAURA DERN as AUNT TERESA
Laura Dern has emerged as one of the greatest actresses of her generation proving that she is capable of great depth and range, touching audiences and critics alike with her moving and heartfelt performances. Dern was most recently seen as the star of David Lynch’s feature film, Inland Empire. Prior to this she completed filming on the Todd Robinson directed drama called Lonely Hearts, alongside John Travolta. Soon to be released are Happy Endings, an ensemble film with Maggie Gyllenhaal and The Prize Winner of Defiance Ohio with Julianne Moore and Woody Harrelson.
Dern recently starred opposite Mark Ruffalo in the feature film We Don’t Live Here Anymore. She also starred in I am Sam, Novocaine, Focus and Jurassic Park II and Jurassic Park III. Award winning roles include the critically acclaimed black comedy Citizen Ruth, A Perfect World directed by Clint Eastwood and Rambling Rose for which she received an Academy Award nomination and Golden Globe nomination. Dern has starred in two films for director David Lynch: Blue Velvet and Wild at Heart. Additional film credits include Robert Altman’s Dr T and The Women, October Sky, Mask, Fat Man and Little Boy, Haunted Summer, Teachers, Foxes, Ladies and Gentleman and The Fabulous Stains.
Dern’s work in television has been widely recognised. She was nominated for an Emmy Award for her role in the controversial ‘Puppy Episode’ of Ellen; received a Golden Globe nomination for her role in The Baby Dance; was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Actress, as well as Emmy and Cable ACE nominations for her starring role in Afterburn; and earned an Emmy nomination for Down Came a Blackbird for Showtime.
In 1999 the Sundance Institute presented Dern with the Piper Heidseick Award for Independent Vision. The award is bestowed by the Sundance Film festival in recognition of the original voice and vision of an actor whose work reveals commitment to independent spirit and artistic merit.
INTRODUCING THE FILMMAKERS

JOHN POLSON, DIRECTOR
Australian born John Polson began his career as an actor when he was cast as the lead in the 1986 Kennedy Miller mini-series Vietnam. During this time his interest in film directing began to surface. With film stock given to him by Kennedy Miller, he made his first short film An Evening with Herman.
After Vietnam, John continued as an actor. Some of his more memorable screen credits include the Australian features The Sum of Us opposite Russel Crowe and Sirens opposite Sam Neil. Around this time Polson created Tropfest, a short film festival in Sydney, Australia. The festival now takes place throughout Australia and has gone on to become the world’s largest short film festival. In 1997 the Australian Film Institute (AFI) awarded Polson the Byron Kennedy Award for his contribution to the Australian film industry as the director of Tropfest. In 2006 Polson brought the event to New York and it was staged for the first time as part of the Tribeca Film festival.

Polson directed his first feature film Siam Sunset in 1998. The film was selected to screen at the 1999 Cannes Film festival, where it won the audience award. In 2002 he directed his first US feature, Swimfan. The film opened number one in America. 2005 saw the release of John’s third feature film Hide and Seek starring Robert de Niro and Dakota Fanning. Once again this film took American audiences by storm, opening as number one at the box office.
CHARLES RANDOLPH, PRODUCER

Charles Randolph is a screenwriter who credits include The Interpreter (2005), directed by Sydney Pollack, starting Sean Penn and Nicole Kidman, and The Life of David Gale (2003), which Alan Parker directed with Kevin Spacey, Laura Linney and Kate Winslet. His upcoming projects include St Agnes Stand for Steven Spielberg, Exodus for Michael Mann and an HBO drama series pilot West Bank.
Randolph lives in New York with his wife, Israeli actress, Mili Avital.

This is his first feature film as Producer.
HOWARD MELTZER, PRODUCER

Howard Meltzer received his masters of Fine Arts Degree from New York University Graduate Institute of Film and Television after graduating from Washington University, in St Louis, with a degree in Asian Studies.
He has produced and directed commercials, movies and series for network and cable television as well as feature films over the past 30 years.
In 1986-1988 he joined Synapse Telecommunications, Inc., a New York based full service production/post-production facility as Executive Producer, head of production. He later became president of Exploration Inc., the production division of the company. He founded his company, TurtleBack Productions, Inc., in October 1988.
Since starting TurtleBack Productions, Inc., he has produced over twenty-five cable and network movies, four television series and several network documentaries. His films and series have won 6 Emmy Awards (28 Emmy Award nominations), 5 CableAce Awards (16 CableAce Award nominations), 5 Houston International Film festival Awards (5 nominations), 2 Golden Globe Awards, 4 Angel Awards, the SAG Award for best ensemble cast in a television series, and many other awards including the Environmental Media Award, the GLAAD Award and the Christopher Award.
FISHER STEVENS, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

Fisher Stevens is known for wearing many hats. He made his Broadway debut at the age of 18, in the Tony Award-winning play Torch Song Trilogy. This led to a diverse and rewarding career in film, theatre and television, in front of and behind the camera. Most recently he was seen in the film Factotum, starring Mat Dillon and Kettle of Fish.

Stevens earlier screen credits as an actor include My Science Project, Reversal of Fortune, Short Circuit, hackers, Only You and Undisputed, amongst others. His television credits include two years with the series Early Edition, FOX’s Key West, and guest roles on Friends, Fraiser and Columbo. On the stage, he has appeared in Neil Simon’s Brighton Beach Memoirs, Terence McNally’s A Perfect Ganesh, Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night and A Midsummer Nights Dream at the New York Shakespeare Festival.
It was his collaboration with John Penotti on the short film Call of the Wylie, that Stevens directed, which led to the formation of their film company Greenestreet Films. Since its inception Stevens credits as executive producer include; the five-time Oscar-nominated In the Bedroom; the award-winning Pinero starring Benjamin Bratt; The Chateau; and Lisa Picard is Famous, an official selection of the 2000 Cannes International Film Festival.
His producing credits for Greenestreet include Uptown Girls, Slow Burn and Yes. Most recently he was executive producer on their upcoming films The Pleasure of Your Company, Awake, Tenderness and the soccer documentary Once in a Lifetime released by Miramax Films.
Stevens directorial debut was Just a Kiss, a romantic comedy starring Taye Diggs, Ron Eldard, Kyra Sedgwick and Marisa Tomei.
JOHN PENOTTI, PRODUCER

John Penotti is president and founding partner of GreeneStreet Films. In 2006 Penotti produced and executive produced a number of features through his company. They include; Tenderness directed by John Polson; Gary the Tennis Coach starring Seann William Scott and Randy Quaid; Awake starring Jessica Alba, Hayden Christiansen and Terrance Howard. In 2005 he completed production on The Pleasure of Your Company, co-starring Jason Biggs and Isla Fisher and director Robert Altman’s A Prairie Home Companion.
His other film credits as producer include; Romance and Cigarettes, by writer/director John Turturro; the box office hit Uptown Girls starring Brittany Murphy; the #1 hit Swimfan directed by John Polson and Pinero by writer/director Leon Ichaso, starring Benjamin Bratt.
His recent credits as an executive producer include Slow Burn , Yes, Just a Kiss and In the Bedroom, directed by Todd Field. The film was nominated for five Academy Awards, including Best Picture. He also served as executive producer on The Chateau, directed by Jesse Peretz and Griffin Dunne’s Lisa Picard is Famous, an official selection of the 2000 Cannes International Film festival. His earlier producing credits include Miramax’s A Price above Rubies, Universal’s I’m Not Rappaport and Paramount’s Company Man.
Penotti began his film career working under Sidney Lumet on features that include Q+A, Family Business and A Stranger Among Us. He is a graduate of Tufts University, where he earned degrees Magna Cum Laude in Biology and Psychology.
TIM WILLIAMS, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Tim Williams is the Head of Production for Greenestreet Films, working across all of their projects. Most recently he executive produced; Tenderness starring Russell Crowe and director John Polson; Joby Harold’s Awake starring Jessica Alba and Hayden Christenson; and The Pleasure of your Company, with Jason Biggs and Isla Fisher.
In addition, Williams produced the soon to be released Slow Burn with Ray Liotta, LL Cool J and Mekhi Phifer and the documentary Once in a Lifetime which debuted at The Berlin and Tribeca film festivals in 2006. His prior production credits include co-producer on the Oscar nominated In the Bedroom (Miramax), producer on the multi-ALMA award winning Pinero (Miramax) starring Benjamin Bratt, and executive producer on Fisher Steven’s directorial debut Just a Kiss (Paramount Classics), the number one box office hit, Swimfan (20th Century Fox) and MGM’s Uptown Girls.
He started his career as an assistant director/set PA on numerous features combined with seven years running a London-based new writing theatre company and venue.
EMIL STERN, WRITER

Australian born Emil Stern lives in Sydney where he is based as a writer. In addition to Tenderness he wrote the screenplay of In Bloom, directed by Vadim Perelman starring Uma Thurman and Evan Rachel Wood. He has written a screenplay based on Megan Marshall’s book, The Peabody Sisters for Go-Go Pictures, and is currently writing a script set in Haiti for Imagine Entertainment and Universal.
Emil is an honors graduate of NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts.

TOM STERN DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY

Tom Stern was the director of photography on the Academy Award nominated film letters from Iwo Jima, Flags of our Fathers and Mystic River and the Academy Award winner Million Dollar Baby, following his service in that capacity on Blood Work. Stern was promoted by Clint Eastwood to Director of Photography after working with Malpaso Productions for over two decades as a chief lighting technician. His other recent credits as DOP include Bobby Jones, Stroke of Genius and Romance and Cigarettes, directed by John Turturro; The Exorcism of Emily Rose; and The Last Kiss.

Stern’s credits with Eastwood include Space Cowboys, A Perfect World, Unforgiven, and The Rookie, he was also credited as lighting consultant on Bird and as gaffer for Heartbreak Ridge, Pale Rider, Tightrope, Sudden Impact and Honkytonk Man. In addition to the Eastwood films, Stern also worked as Chief Lighting Technician on Road to Perdition, American Beauty, The Phantom ( Los Angeles unit), Dangerous Minds, Class Action and Impulse.

As gaffer, Stern is credited with Spaceballs, Twice in a Llifetime, All the Right Moves, White Dog and Harper Valley PTA, and as second camera operator on Running Scared.
MARK FRIEDBERG, PRODUCTION DESIGNER
Mark Friedberg most recently served as production designer on Julie Taymors Across the Universe. Previously he designed Jim Jarmusch’s Coffee and Cigarettes and Todd Haynes’ Far from Heaven.
Other career highlights include Alexander Rockwell’s In the Soup, Mira Nair’s Kama Sutra, Ang Lee’s The Ice Storm, Garry Marshall’s Runaway Bride and Ed Harris’s directorial debut Poll.
ABOUT THE BOOK
Released October 1998
From the Publisher (Random House)

EIGHTEEN YEAR OLD ERIC has just been released from juvenile detention for murdering his mother and stepfather. Now he’s looking for some tenderness - tenderness he finds in caressing and killing beautiful girls. Fifteen year old Lori has run away from home again. Emotionally naive but sexually precocious, she is also looking for tenderness - tenderness she finds in Eric. Will Lori and Eric be each others salvation or destruction?
“Cormier is in top form in this chilling portrait of a serial murderer...Gripping” - School Library Journal, Starred

An ALA Top Ten Best Book for Young Adults

ROBERT CORMIER
Biography

With The Chocolate War, an unsparing story of corruption and brutal vengeance at a Catholic boys’ school, Robert Cormier turned what had been the sunny world of young adult fiction upside down. The book launched Cormier on a highly successful and often controversial career, in which he tackled the darker issues of adolescence and American suburban life.

Like the anonymously authored Go Ask Alice in 1975, an at times harrowing story of drug abuse for young readers, The Chocolate War - and others of the author’s books- ran into trouble with parent groups who found the writer’s subject matter inappropriate and his approach explicit. (According to Herb Fostal’s ‘Banned in the USA’, The Chocolate War was fifth of a list of the most frequently banned books in American public libraries and schools in the 1990s.)

Reviewers, however, praised his writing. A journalist for much of his life, Cormier balanced his characters’ grim situations with a deft, vivid, lyrical style. Reviewing The Chocolate War, a critic for The New York Times Book Review described it as “masterfully structured and rich in theme; the action is well crafted, well timed, suspenseful, complex ideas develop and unfold with clarity”.
When it came to themes, Cormier was unromantic and unflinching. In I Am the Cheese, Cormier evoked the uneasy and elusive world of a boy whose father has testified against organised criminals; in Bumblebee Flies Away, the story pivots around terminally ill teenagers; in Tenderness Cormier introduced a serial killer and a sexually manipulative teenage girl. “Every topic is open, however shocking” he told a reporter for The Guardian in November 2000, in what would be one of his last interviews. “It’s the way the topics are handled that’s important”. In Cormier’s world there are no easy answers and few happy endings, but there is extraordinary insight into the world of adolescence: the cruelties, the isolation, and the often-bruising search for identity.
Despite his reputation as a disturber of the literary peace, Cormier was a small-town writer, who spent nearly his entire life working as a journalist for the Fitchburg Sentinel in Massachusetts; he published a memoir of his career in 1991 titled I Have Words to Spend: Reflections of a Small-Town Editor. In addition to four novels for adults, Cormier wrote one last novel for young adults, Frenchtown Summer, the story of a young teenager’s arrival in a new town told entirely in the boy’s poetry. He died on November 2, 2000.
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